18	TEACHERS OF INDIA
was employed by a farmer to scare birds from his
crop, Tukaram, however, soon forgot his task and
began dreaming of Shri Krishna and Rukmini. The
birds, undisturbed, are up the corn. When the
farmer came back, he was furious. He dragged
Tukaram to the village headman and made him pass
a bond for two khandis of grain, a bumper crop.
In exchange he could take over what corn the birds
had left. Tukaram would have let them finish their
work of destruction ; but Avalai made him reap the
crop. Shri Krishna pleased with his disciple's devo-
tion, came to his help. The corn when reaped came
to eighteen khandis or nine times the full produce of
the field. Avalai looked forward to the enjoyment
of tffis windfall; but Tukaram, after paying the
farmer, spent the rest in restoring the temple built
by his ancestor Vishwambhar.
Avalai made a last effort to give Tukaram a fresh
start.    She borrowed from her father two hundred
rupees, bought some goods and sent Tukaram out
with some hawkers that he might sell them.    At
Supa, unfortunately, Tukaram saw a poor Brahman
driven from his home by his creditors.    He at once
paid the Brahman's debts by handing over his own
stock in trade.   On his return to Dehu, the villagers
decided that he was a madman.   They mounted him
on a donkey and paraded him through the streets with
a string of onions round his neck.    Tukaram fled
from the villagers and hid in the Bambhunath hills.
There his younger brother Kanhoba found him and
brought him home.    Kanhoba had grown to man-
hood and being of a practical mind wanted to start
afresh the family business.    They had no money,
but they had bonds from various villagers and they

